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FTA Ireland
Alternative Fuels 
Working Group
3rd December 2021

AGENDA

1. Your needs today (slido)

2. Supplier’ updates (tour de table)

3. Policy Update
1. Renewable Fuels

2. Climate Action Plan 2021

3. Carbon Budgets 

4. Other news

5. AOB

1

2



03/12/2021

2

What one action or topic (one word) do you want to takeaway 
from today's meeting? 

Add as many as you want (separately)

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Suppliers updates 
Raise hand and we’ll call each in turn

2 minutes please to allow questions from participants
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Oil (& gas) 
prices coming 
down?

Irbea Report 

Published this week. 

Speaker ? Give us a thumbs 
up in the Reactions or Chat

Targets 5TWh of indigenous 
biomethane by 2050 

Roughly 500million Litres of 
diesel

https://www.irbea.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Irish-Bioenergy-Association-UCC-MaREI-Renewables-In-Transport-Report-Final.pdf
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https://www.irbea.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Irish-Bioenergy-Association-UCC-MaREI-Renewables-In-Transport-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.irbea.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Irish-Bioenergy-Association-UCC-MaREI-Renewables-In-Transport-Report-Final.pdf
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GNI Green Connect Grant OPEN
CNG Vehicle Grant Scheme (gasnetworks.ie)
• Stations 

• Dublin Port & Cashel, Ballysimon
& Clonshaugh OPEN

• In planning
• Ballymount, Cappagh Rd, Birdhill

• Preplanning
• J14 Midway (Monasterevin)

• Keelings on-site 

• 20% Green Connect grant 
reopen – use link above

Policy update 
There’s a huge amount going on!

Raise hand or put questions in chat please.
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https://www.gasnetworks.ie/business/natural-gas-in-transport/vehicle-fund/index.xml
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Key policies – since we last met

• 29 Nov’21 Rail freight strategy consultation closes 26th Jan 

• 25 Nov’21 Renewable Fuels for Transport Policy Statement (DoT)
• Significant shows Gov thinking and gives some certainty to future plans  

• 24 Nov’21 Skills for Zero Carbon Economy (DETE)

• 4 Nov’21 Climate Action Plan (DECC)
• 25th Oct Carbon Budgets sent to Minister by CCAC https://www.climatecouncil.ie/

• -45-55% for transport to 2030 (whilst economy and population grow) vs 2018 more overleaf

• Jul’21 Climate Act signed into law 

• A significant structural change, enshrines carbon targets in law 

• Jun’21Circular Economy bill published

• Green criteria to be added to all public tenders from 2023 onwards

• Jul’21 EU Green Deal renamed ‘fit for 55’  

• 55% reduction in GHG to 2030 vs 1990 – legally binding (Jul’21)

• New separate ETS for transport being proposed (2024)

Biofuel policy 
announced
NB this is policy real detail 
to follow, but a positive 
development nonetheless

https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/168c6-renewable-fuels-for-transport-policy-statement/
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https://www.irishrail.ie/Admin/getmedia/685e9919-f012-4018-879b-06618bb536af/IE_Rail-Freight-2040-Strategy_Public_Final_20210715.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/168c6-renewable-fuels-for-transport-policy-statement/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/49bd0-skills-for-zero-carbon/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/6223e-climate-action-plan-2021/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/act/32/enacted/en/html
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/89838-circular-economy-bill-2021/
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/eu-action_en
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/93827-minister-eamon-ryan-announces-the-publication-of-the-renewable-fuels-for-transport-policy-statement/
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/168c6-renewable-fuels-for-transport-policy-statement/
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Key points
• “It is Government and Eu policy to support the deployment of alternative fuels”

• To progressively increase the level of [biofuel] to 2030, in line with EU energy 
policy [certainty]
• [EU RED II sets a 14% target for renewable energy in transport by 2030.]

• 12% blend of biodiesel in diesel (B12) by 2025 
• [unclear if this is by volume or double credit accounts]

• FAME [current biofuel up to 5% by volume] to be limited to 1.7% of total claims

• Rigorous assessment on full life-cycle greenhouse gas emissions reduction [ILUC]

• Full electrification will remain a challenge for heavy vehicles.
• [See report slide from ICCT after this section]

• Railway fuels to be included from 2024

• Biomethane can be imported or produced indigenously from the anaerobic 
digestion of organic material including brown bin waste and wastes from the food 
production and agriculture sectors.

Multiple Credits – incentivises bio gases

• A category for certain 
renewable fuels called 
‘Development Renewable 
Fuels’ will be added to 
the scheme and multiple 
credit will be awarded to 
incentivise their 
deployment.

• Instead of an obligation
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HVO? Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil

• “HVO can be blended in 
significantly higher proportions 
with fossil diesel than the more 
commonly used biodiesel, FaME
(fatty acid methyl esters). However, 
demand for this fuel is high and 
supply is very limited. The cost of 
the fuel is therefore high.

• HVO can also be further processed 
into HEFa which can be used as a 
sustainable aviation fuel.”

We plan to have An Post speak 
at next Alt fuels event on their 
HGV experience with HVO 
Sep’Dec’21

HVO combines green hydrogen 
from wind with wastes such as 
used cooking oil it is a 
‘paraffinic’ fuel and has higher 
cetane no. than diesel, its also 
hydro phobic so it can be stored 
for long periods. 

How much biofuel (HVO) do members 
want? (Give FTAI a sense of your appetite 
for this fuel)

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

15

16



03/12/2021

8

Key Points from BUDGET 2021 
• Minimum Wage increase by €0.30cent to €10.50

• Provided for annual increments in the carbon tax of €7.50 until 2030, providing a clear signal 
for producers and consumers in terms of the price of carbon. 

• Accelerated Capital Allowance (ACA) is to continue for GAS & electric vehicles & charging 
infrastructure for 3 years and now extended to include Hydrogen power 

o (are members getting their ACA’s back on their CT1 – Corporation Tax returns?)

• continuation of an alternatively fuelled heavy goods vehicles purchase grant scheme (AFHDV)

o continuation of the Low Emission Vehicle Toll Incentive Scheme

o introduction of a revised scheme for public point charging

o introduction of a new scheme for electric vans

o introduction of a new scheme for destination charging

o funding research to support the further decarbonisation of transport in Ireland

• Approximately €1.37 billion is being provided for national, regional and local roads.

Climate Act
2021

• Climate Action and Low Carbon 
Development (Amendment) 
Act 2021; became law on 
Friday 23rd July 2021

• 129 votes for 

• 10 votes against

• https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/9336b-irelands-
ambitious-climate-act-signed-
into-law/

17

18

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/9336b-irelands-ambitious-climate-act-signed-into-law/
https://twitter.com/Dept_ECC/status/1418535988515778565?s=20
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Climate Act 2021 a significant structural change

• Independent Climate Change Advisory Council to recommend Carbon Budgets and evaluate 
policy

• Climate Action Plan to be Reviewed and Updated every year

• Climate Action Delivery Board overseen by the Department of the Taoiseach to monitor 
delivery

• Strong accountability to an Oireachtas Climate Action Committee

• Carbon proof all government decisions and major investments

Enshrines in Law

Establishes a 2050 emissions target of net zero in law

Reduce GHG by 7% per annum, 51% to 2030 (vs 2018) – see budgets

EU “Fit for 55” formerly ‘Green Deal’

• Agreed 14th July 2021; supersedes and widens 40% to 2030
• A plan to make Europe climate neutral by 2050. Net greenhouse gas emissions 

reduction (after deduction of removals) of at least 55% by 2030 v 1990

• Proposed actions for first phase (2024) of the “European Green Deal”
• Revamped industrial ETS to fund transport and building upgrades

• New separate ETS for transport.  

• No more free certs for Aviation and will align with CORSIA

• Effort Sharing Decision (ESD) targets to be aligned with GDP per capita(!)

• Agriculture will reduce by 310 MtCO₂e and plant 3 Billion trees by 2030

• New cars and vans will reduce emissions (and fuel use) by 55% to 2030 
• and 100% by 2035 – effectively the end of new LDV ICE in Europe by 2035. 

• New Carbon Border Adjustment mechanism to stop carbon leakage

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3541
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3541
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Carbon Budget
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/

• In 2018, Ireland’s emissions were broken down by sector as follows:

• Notes 
• Land in Ireland is a net emitter not an absorber of CO2

• Agriculture is our largest single emitter (largely from cows’ burps and fertiliser)

Ireland EU

Energy – including transport 54.2% 82.3%

Industrial Processes 4.7% 9.4%

Agriculture 32.6% 11.0%

Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry 7.0% -6.4%

Waste 1.4% 3.7%

Shares of budgets to be 
determined politically i.e. at 

Ministerial level.
Transport will have a higher target 
than agriculture exact amounts in 

MTCO2e tbc

Carbon Budget
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/
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https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/
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Carbon Budget
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/

2021-2025 2026-2030 2031- 2035

CB1 CB2 (Provisional) CB3

All Gases 

Carbon Budget (Mt CO2eq) 295.00 200.00 151.00 

Annual Average Percentage Change in Emissions -4.8% -8.3% -3.5%

The figures are consistent with emissions in 2018 of 68.3Mt CO2eq reducing to 33.5Mt CO2eq in 2030 thus allowing 
compliance with the 51% emission reduction target. 

Source: https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatechangeadvisorycouncil/Final%20Letter%20to%20Minister%2025.10.21.pdf

Transport emissions 2020 (source SEAI)
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https://www.climatecouncil.ie/carbonbudgets/
https://www.climatecouncil.ie/media/climatechangeadvisorycouncil/Final%20Letter%20to%20Minister%2025.10.21.pdf
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2020: CO2 from Transport

• The greatest impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on energy use 
was in transport, where energy related CO2 emissions were 
down by 26.5% or 4.0 million tonnes.
• The largest reductions were observed in aviation, with a 78% reduction 

in passenger numbers and a 65% reduction in flight numbers. As a result 
energy related CO2 emissions were down by 64.3%, or 2.1 million 
tonnes.

• Excluding international aviation, energy related CO2 emission 
from transport were down by 16.0%, or 1.9 million tonnes.

• CO2 emissions from private car use were down by 21%, or 1.3 
million tonnes of CO2 and emissions from heavy goods vehicles 
were down by 8.8%, or 0.2 million tonnes.

CAP21 on 
transport 
pages 
143-144

25
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Expected 
reductions / 
contributions

Climate Action Plan 2021 on transport

• Enable 500,000 daily sustainable travel journeys by 2030 through major 
public transport projects such as BusConnects and Connecting Ireland; the 
expansion of rail services and cycling and walking infrastructure

• Increase the use of biofuels in transport 
• Diesel to go to B20 i.e. -10% CO2e compared to 2018 and -1.4% energy content

• Expand electrification of bus and rail fleets with 1,500 electric buses by 2030

• Increase the number of EVs to circa 1 million by 2030
• Includes c 90,000 vans and 1,500 HGVs

• Update the public transport and public fleets to low emission alternatives

• Transport is cited 179 times across 208 pages; only 4 mentions of freight
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Specific actions; 72 in transport out of 475 in 
total, only 11 identifiable as freight related

275 Identify measures to support the shift to 95,000 electric vans 

276 Set a roadmap for more LEVs in Public Sector Fleets

277 Set out the planned level of biofuel use for the period 2021 to 2030

278 Rollout planned refuelling infrastructure 

279 Complete Strategic Rail Review to inter alia identify a pathway to appropriate decarbonisation of interurban  rail service

280 Publish an updated policy statement on renewable fuels for transport

281 Support the development of renewable gas, such as biomethane, as a transport fuel in the transport sector

282 Publish the 10-year Haulage Strategy for Heavy Goods Vehicles

283 Support the transition to alternatively fuelled and zero-emission vehicles by removing the vehicle weight barrier

284 Promote greater eco-practices within the HGV sector

285 Implement the minimum standards and mandatory targets identified in the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation (AFIR)

Carbon Pricing & Cross-Cutting Policies

• Ensure that expenditure and taxation policies support the achievement of our 
climate objectives

• Use increased carbon tax revenue for social protection measures, expanded 
retrofitting for low income and social homes and agri-environment schemes

• Promote the development of a sustainable and climate resilient financial system

• Develop green hydrogen supply and demand

• Implement the National Planning Framework to promote compact and 
sustainable housing, growth and development

• Promote the digital transformation, sustainable remote working practices and the 
roll-out of the National Broadband Plan

• Support research, development and innovation in climate action
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Carbon Tax as component of retail price of Road Diesel (inc.VAT) 2012-2020 
and then based on flat 2020 price to 2050 (already higher so far in 2021)

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2040 2050

Retail Price (AA Ireland) 1.20 1.22 1.24 1.26 1.28 1.30 1.32 1.34 1.36 1.38 1.40 1.57 1.84

CO2 Tax (€) / L (373L/t) 0.07 0.09 0.11 0.13 0.15 0.17 0.19 0.21 0.23 0.25 0.27 0.44 0.71
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Carbon Tax as component of retail price of Road Diesel (inc.VAT) 2012-2020 

and then based on flat 2020 price to 2050 (already higher so far in 2021)

Retail Price (AA Ireland) CO2 Tax (€) / L (373L/t)

Diesel €1.70/L
AA Ireland Nov’21

Summary

Almost a complete lack of demand 
reduction measures or supports in 
freight e.g. 

Dimension Limits – no change

Weight limits – no change

Collaborative approaches 

Where is energy efficiency first?

Ecodriving 

Vehicle retrofits 

Telematics 

HDV Focus remains on alternative fuels 
with policy follow-up within the month!

32

33



03/12/2021

16

Funding 
reminder 

ACA Accelerated Capital Allowance on electric, chargers, gas & 
hydrogen (corporation tax)

DRS - Diesel Rebate Scheme

EEOS – join https://www.ftai.ie/ecofleet

GNI – CNG/LNG grant -

AFHDV Grant towards alternatively fuelled HDVs 
https://www.tii.ie/roads-tolling/tolling-information/afhdv-scheme/

Battery Electric Van grant €3,800 per van to owner 
(lessor/fleet) + ACA

Home charger grant €600 per vehicle to owner (fleet /lessor)

BIOfuel proposal is 
2c less per Litre

DRS? 

What else should be done to alleviate the issues faced with the 
rising cost of fuel? Open text (keep it professional, will be shared)

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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https://www.ftai.ie/ecofleet
https://www.tii.ie/roads-tolling/tolling-information/afhdv-scheme/
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Other news: Battery 
Electric Trucks (BETs) at 
(TCO)cost parity in EU? 

https://theicct.org/sites/def
ault/files/publications/TCO-
BETs-Europe-white-paper-
v4-nov21.pdf

AOB

• Actions? 

• Speakers?

• Training?

• Next meeting early January ?

• Agenda
• Tour de table - suppliers pls be 

ready to update

• FTAI Update

• An Post HVO experience in HGVs

• Actions 

• AOB

❑Please send your suggestions for Slido Questions, Speakers and Topic
❑ Always send your photos, announcements, barriers

To aflynn@ftai.ie kkennedy@ftai.ie
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https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/TCO-BETs-Europe-white-paper-v4-nov21.pdf
https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/TCO-BETs-Europe-white-paper-v4-nov21.pdf
mailto:aflynn@ftai.ie
mailto:kkennedy@ftai.ie
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Given policy updates: What topics or 

speakers would you like to see during 

Q1'22? Open text. 

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Thank You.  Please . . .

Visit https://www.ftai.ie/alternative-fuels-
working-group

Upload your results 
https://www.ftai.ie/ecofleet

to Save Fuel & Get Paid
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https://www.ftai.ie/alternative-fuels-working-group
https://www.ftai.ie/ecofleet

